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PREFACE 
 

 

Welcome to a new adventure in learning the Ten Commandments!  

These popular settings were written for confirmation classes, but 

they have been sung joyfully by children’s choirs and Sunday Church 

School students.  After performing these simple settings for a Youth 

Service one Sunday, confirmands and Sunday School children were 

overheard singing them at home, in their classes, and around the 

church building.  When children were asked which commandment 

they liked the best, each child gave a different response. 

 

These commandments have been field tested.  They were originally 

performed as the sermon in a youth service.  The congregation was 

invited to join in singing the First and Fourth Commandments and 

the Conclusion.  The performance materials include parts for the 

congregation, as well as a service outline and narrative that will be 

useful in structuring a worship experience around the biblical theme 

of “covenant.”   

  

Young persons who are budding instrumentalists will enjoy playing 

the commandments.  Instrumental parts for flute, clarinet, and 

trumpet/trombone are included with the Score and Choir Part for 

each commandment.  In addition, handchimes or handbells may 

accompany the Eighth Commandment.  Percussion parts for each 

commandment may be improvised to provide greater impact.  Youth 

will sing a piece time and time again just to hear a drum roll they 

love. 

 

I have tried to remain faithful to the texts of the Commandments 

and of Luther’s Meanings.  Only slight changes were made to make 

the language more inclusive.  The most extensive reworking 

occurred in the Ninth and Tenth Commandments.   



 

May these settings help children praise God for the gift that is the 

Ten Commandments!  They are not just rules to be followed.  They 

are gracious opportunities for living our faith that will sustain and 

nurture our relationships with God and others.  May the singing of 

the Ten Commandments bring you closer to the Lord, our jealous 

God! 

 

 

Paul D. Weber, Pastor 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Hermitage, Pennsylvania 

 

Transfiguration Day, 1995 



THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

WITH THEIR MEANINGS

(AS SET FORTH BY DR. MARTIN LUTHER IN THE  SMALL

CATECHISM)

in a musical rendition by

Paul D. Weber

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST COMMANDMENT

I am the Lord your God.

You shall have no other gods.

MEANING

sung in the following order:  Youth, Congregation, Youth, Congregation, All



THE SECOND COMMANDMENT

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

MEANING

We are to fear and love God so that we do not use God’s name superstitiously,

or use it to curse, swear, lie or deceive, but call on God in prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT

Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.

MEANING

We are to fear and love God so that we do not neglect God’s Word and the preaching of it,

but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it.

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT

MEANING

We are to fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and

others in authority, but respect, obey, love, and serve them.

The commandment is repeated by all.



THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT

You shall not kill.

MEANING

We are to fear and love God so that we do not hurt our neighbors in any way,

but help them in all their physical needs.

THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT

You shall not commit adultery.

MEANING

We are to fear and love God so that in matters of sex our words and our conduct are pure and

honorable, and husband and wife love and respect each other.

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT

You shall not steal.

MEANING

We are to fear and love God so that we do not take our neighbors’ money or property,

or get them in any dishonest way.

We are to fear and love God so that we help our neighbors to improve and protect their

property, and means of making a living.

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT with MEANING

We are to fear and love God so that we do not betray, slander, or lie about our neighbors, but

defend them, speak well of them, and explain their actions in the kindest way.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

THE NINTH AND TENTH COMMANDMENTS

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s spouse. You

shall not covet your neighbor’s things.  You shall not covet what money brings.

MEANING



We are to fear and love God so that neighbors’ possessions we do not crave--

scheming, pretending to make them ours, but always help them keep what is theirs.

We are to fear and love God so that we do not coax or entice away

our neighbor’s husband or wife or child, but always tell them to stay loyal.

THE CONCLUSION

What does God say of all these commandments?  GOD SAYS:

“I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the parents upon the children

to the third and fourth generations of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to the

thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.”

MEANING

God warns that all who break these commandments will be punished.

Therefore we are to fear God’s wrath and not disobey.

But God promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments.

Therefore we are to love and trust God, and gladly do what God commands.

The congregation joins in on the refrain:



NARRATION

for a

COVENANT SERVICE

Drawn into Relationship through Water

Before the confession:
Our theme today is God’s covenant with people of every time.   A covenant by

definition is an agreement that is made between two parties--in this case--

between God and us.  When I mention the word, “covenant,”  I would suggest

that you think of the word, “relationship.”  Each of the biblical covenants reminds

us of the relationship that God has made with us.  As we move through the

service this morning, may your relationship with God and with the Church grow

stronger.

The first covenant in the Bible is the one that God made with Noah and with all of

creation.  God was so angry at the sins of the world that God decided to drown

every created thing and creature, except Noah’s family and those animals that

survived on the ark.  By a rainbow in the sky, God promised never to destroy the

wicked world again, but to renew it.  Noah’s journey over water in an ark is a

symbol to the church of the saving grace of baptism.  Through water, our sinful

selves have been drowned and God has drawn us into a covenant relationship.

Each time we confess our sins, we remember the rainbow of promise that God

placed over us in baptism.  God saved us in the water and will renew us each

day.

Trusting in Relationship

Before the lessons:
When God invites us into relationship at  baptism, God promises us the gift of

faith.  The second important covenant in the Bible is the one that God made 4000

years ago with Abraham, the “Father” of God’s people.  Our first two lessons will

remind you of God’s promises to Abraham and Sarah.  God’s relationship with

Abraham’s family would lead to as many blessings as there are stars in the sky.

One of those blessings was the gift of faith.  Abraham and all God’s children--

including us--will find our relationship with God deepened if we receive this gift

and trust, like Abraham did, in God’s Word.



Protected for Relationship

Before the Ten Commandments are sung:
Eight hundred years after God’s covenant with Abraham, Abraham’s

descendants found themselves camped beside Mt. Sinai in the Sinai desert.

They had just escaped from slavery in Egypt through God’s help.  But they were

disheartened at the lack of resources.  They began to fight among themselves.

They lost trust in God’s Word.  They needed protection and comfort.  There on

Mt. Sinai, God gave a covenant to Moses, which we call the Ten

Commandments.  It was a wonderful gift to the people of God then, and it is just

as wonderful a gift to us now.  The Ten Commandments remind us that God isn’t

abandoning us.   “I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD.”   God gives us these

commands to protect our relationship with God and with our neighbor.  Jesus

summed up the Ten Commandments in one word:  LOVE.   When we love God

and our neighbor we protect the relationships that God has given us and we live

in harmony with the world.  In his meanings to each of these commandments,

Martin Luther, in the spirit of Jesus’ words, stresses that these are not just rules

to follow.  Rather, they are  opportunities to fulfill.  It’s not just that we HAVE TO

do certain things to keep the covenant, but that we GET TO protect the fragile

relationships we share.  Read Luther’s meanings as the Ten Commandments are

sung and give thanks for the way that God protects you and your neighbors

through these laws first given to Moses at Mt. Sinai.

Renewed and Forgiven in Relationship

After the sharing of peace and before the offering:
All the covenants of God come to completion in the New Covenant.  By our

sharing of peace just a moment ago, we reminded each other of the New

Covenant that God has made with us.  God renews us with a relationship that is

based on forgiveness and peace.  The New Covenant of forgiveness was made

by the blood of Jesus poured out on the cross.  Our celebration of Holy

Communion is a joyful remembrance of this.    It renews our relationship with our

Savior and with one another.  How could we live without God’s forgiveness?  We

fail to protect our relationships with God and others.  We do not love as we

ought.  Our sin and lack of repentance break the harmony that God has always

wanted for us.  So Jesus gives us a sign:  “This cup is the new covenant shed in

my blood, poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  We are loved by God

no matter what.  Our relationships with each other can now be patched up

because we have forgiveness through our Lord Jesus Christ.  So let’s give

ourselves away to God and to one another and receive God’s peace.



Sent into Relationship

Before the blessing:
We have come to the end of our Covenant Service.  It has been great  to have

our relationship with God renewed.  Now God’s blessing will send you out into a

world of many relationships.  Some of them are whole.  Others are broken.

Some can be mended.  Others may be lost forever.  Take hope in the news that

you are not going alone.  God goes with you.  And so do we.  We are sent

together to invite our neighbors into this New Covenant we share with God

through Jesus Christ.  We go back into our relationships today with a lot of help

and love.  Like Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus’ disciples, we can expect that

God will bless our relationships this week and renew them.   If that doesn’t

happen as we would like, or if it does, we’ll meet again next week to hear God’s

promises once more, and to celebrate the covenant relationship that we share

with the Lord.  Now let’s bow our heads and receive God’s blessing.



SERVICE NOTES

It is most effective to use the Ten Commandments as part of a service emphasizing the
biblical theme of “covenant.”  The enclosed narration is written for a service of Holy
Communion that  revolves around God’s covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses, and
the “New Covenant” of Jesus’ blood.  Following is a brief service outline:

I

NARRATION: “Drawn into Relationship Through Water”
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

ENTRANCE HYMN/SONG based on Holy Baptism
PRAYER OF THE DAY:

Lord God, you call us into relationship as your people through Holy Baptism.

Save us from deep waters of despair, and renew us with your hope, that we

may trust in your protecting grace and live by your forgiveness; through your

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. AMEN

II

NARRATION:  “Trusting in Relationship”
FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 17:1-8

HYMN/SONG OF TRUST

SECOND LESSON:  Hebrews 11:8-12

ALLELUIA/RESPONSE

III

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 22:34-40

NARRATION:  “Protected for Relationship”
SERMON IN SONG:  The Ten Commandments with their Meanings

APOSTLES’ CREED

PRAYERS

PEACE

IV

NARRATION:  “Renewed and Forgiven in Relationship”
OFFERING

HOLY COMMUNION LITURGY

V

NARRATION:  “Sent into Relationship”
BLESSING

HYMN


